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Chriſtianity Detended: 
In a LETTER to Simon Lord LOVLVAT, 


On the Importance of 


REPENTANCE and FAI TH in our 
Lo RD JESUS CHRIST. 


My Lord! Nov. 5 1746. 


Have lately read a ſmall pamphlet, entitled, An Ace- 
1 count of the Behawiour of the late Earl of Kilmarnock, 
publiſh'd by J. F-—:7, a Diſſenting Teacher: his 
being a Diſſenter indeed is but of little concern, with re- 
ſpe& to the matter in hand. The queſtion is, Whether 
the Author thereof has brought Honour to the Cax/e of 
RELIGION, by making CHRIST, the SON of GOD, < 
the Foundation of his Admonition, Teaching, and pre- 
paring for Death the unfortunate Earl——or whether his 
ſuperficial Account has not a manifeſt and horrible Ten- 
dency to the Facing the Power of the GophEAD of 
Cnr1sT from the Cauſe, and ſubſtituting in its place, the 
maxims of ſimple Fortitude and pretended manly Reaſon. 


Tus many things already publiſh'd on this account, 

had in ſome meaſure damp'd my intention; but incling 

none of them to have the Root of the Matter in them, 

thought it my indiſpenſable duty to reviſe the general part 8 
of this Great Man's elaborate performance, in a _ — 

: | epiſtle 


mim rere 
. 


I * A 
© ec. 4, wander: 


Ezek. iii. 20. 


John iii. 3. 


Rom. x11. 2. 


- fſeever reſiſteth the Power, reſifteth the 


— 


CurisTIANITY DEFENDED. 


Epiſtle to your Lordſhip. And leſt your Lordſhip ſhould 
be offended with its Publication, permit me to apologiſe, 
That it would be unreaſonable in a thing of this na- 
ture to let it eſcape the Pub/ick Eye, eſpecially when it is 
conſider'd how «niver/ally the Account has been read, and 
how much too the Sentiments of the Author ſquare with 
the Generality of the polite part of the World. 


Bur before I begin, I would premiſe, my lord, That 
greatneſs, opulency of fortune, or the dignity of man, is 
but as vanity when we treat of ſo ſublime a ſubject as 
that of eternity.---- No man therefore, ſhould preſume to 
be ſo much of a gentleman, as to make light of the ill 
conſequence of a traiterous, miſpent life: becauſe it is 
certainly ſure, that if a man die in his fins, whether it be 
Rebellion, Whoredom, Drunkenneſs, Blaſphemy, or in the 
breach of any other of the Laws of Gop, he cannot ſee 
GOD but to his eternal condemnation. 


And indeed, my lord, if we go upon the ſcripture hypo- 
thefis (the undeniable and fundamental rule of, Faith and 
Practice) we ſhall find, all the pretenſions of the enemies 
to our country fall to the ground. 1. That it is rebellion 
againſt Gop to oppole the Lord's Anointed, and the Pows- 
crs that be, becauſe they are ordained of Gop, and who- 

rdinance of GOD; 


and they that refift, ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation. 


Now Rebellion is in itſelf ſo glaring an oppoſition 
to Gop and his eternal Word, as to admit of no juſt ar- 
gument or defence. It is enough that it is againſt the 
commands of Gop to refit tht Powers that be, even 
tho' it be only by fomenting diſquiet or diſcontent among 
the people. 'Turbulent, proud, and wicked ſpirits, whoſe 


minds are as the troub/ed ſea, and whole ambition out- 


their crimos admit. In all countries, Laws and Rules 


ſtrips even the ſuperlative rules of vertue and ſocial ſo- 
ciety, are not only too common in almoſt all States, but 
are allo a deadly poiſon working in the bowels of a 
nation, It is neceſſary therefore, that as ſoon as they 
thall be diſcover'd, to uſe them with that purgation as 
the wiſdom of a State ſhall determine, and the nature of 


of 


CrurisTIaNITY DEFENDED, 


of Government are, without diſpute, adjudg'd the Bul- 
wark of a peaceful nation, the Cementation of King and 
People, and the undeniable and conjoint Fundamental of 
the — of both Parties. | 


Wu a State is once ſettled, and peace and plenty 
flow in upon it; when it becomes, as it were, the Land 
of Promiſe, the peculiar Favourite of Heaven, bleſs'd 
with a mild and gracious Prince, and and a royal progen 
of a like diſpoſition (and for whoſe proſperity and life 
thouſands of ſouls are daily making Interceffion with 
Gop) how vain, how impious, how. wickedly rebellious 
muſt that man be, who ſhall dare either to lift his vozce 
or hand againſt ſo great, ſo richly inſtated a Providence? 
----- Oh Sir! do but look back into the ſcenes that you 
and your ambitious cotemporaries have been engaged in. 
— View the murders, rapine, plunder, that follow'd 


your Rebellion againſt a well-ſettled, peaceful Govern- 


ment. What deſolation has it made on your account; 
how many thouſand lives have been loſt, families ruin'd, 
places depopulated : ----- and all for the fake of ambition, 
and in direct violation of your oaths as ſubjects, and of 
all ties both human and divine. To a mind capable 
_ of { rats. into his boſom the dreadful cataſtrophe, it 
* muſt appear unſpeakably ſhocking, as it carries with it 
the view of all the terrible deſolations of Rebellion in 
the character of a dreadful, inteſtine War. But, my 
lord, I mean not to inſult over the Diſtreſſed, nor aggra- 


vate your crimes. I only occaſionally juſt touched on 


the Rebellion, as a natural introduction to the thing in- 
tended; my principal and only defign being to take a 
* view of the Account, and to treat of the nature of 
epentance, and Faith in our LoxD JESUS ChRTST, as the 
only and principal motive of our acceptance with GOD. 


i. Tas initiation of the Account carries with it an un- 
doubted air of ſeriouſneſs, that beſpeaks and calls for due 
attention. When I firſt perus'd it, I muſt confeſs, my 
expectation was greatly rais'd, when the author ſays, 
P. 4. That he took it for granted from his lordſhip's 
ſending for im, that he would allow him to deal freely 

with 
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CHRISTIANITY DEPENDED. 


with him, and not expect to be flatter d, nor to have the 


malignity of his crimes diſguiſed or ſoften'd: for it was 


his opinion, that the wound of his mind, occaſion'd by 
his publick and private vices, ſhould be prob'd and 
fearch'd to the bottom, before he could be capable of re- 
ceiving any remedy.” Telling him alſo, that 2zhis 
was not a time to prevaricate with him, or to play the 
hypocrite before Gop.” —— Such a noble and generous 
declaration rais'd my hopes ſtill higher, that by and by 
I ſhould find the doctrine of Repentance as nobly enlarg'd 
open Hf the dignity and ſolemnity of the occaſion re- 
quir'd. | 


2. Aud what is till more, I was agreeably entertain'd 
p. 4. with the exhortation “ to look upon himſelf as a 
criminal, whoſe ſentence of death was ſcarce more ju/?, 


than the execution of it was zevitable.”—— But alas, 


my lord, how ſhort does he immediately fall of his duty 
and plainneſs of dealing, in not ſetting before him the 
great danger of his foul, if he could ſee himſelf under the 
dreadful ſentence and aurath of Gop, without a CHRIST ? 
The particular circumſtance that follows, viz. of his 


eworking himſelf up into that deep contrition and bitter 


remorſe, and à true temper of penitence, which ALONE 
(he ſays) could recommend him to the Divine Mercy, is 
ſuch a robbery of the Glory of CurisT, that I cannot 
let it paſs without remarking to your lordſhip, that 7h7s 
is laying Repentance upon a man's own ability, inde- 
pendent of the geſpel ſyſtem and method of ſalvation : ---- 
For 1. a man muſt be conwinced of fin by the Spirit of 
GOD, before he can repent; 2. Reaſon (which is that 
faculty of the mind that weighs and conſiders the nature 
and property of things) cannot bring the ſoul to this 
contrition, without the Spirit of CHRIST; z. This divi- 
nity ſtirring wwithiz us, cauſes us to /e and feel! our- 
ſelves 4% by nature, utterly and for ever undone without 
redemption by Chriſt's Blood. And laſtly, that as ſoon 
as a man has this divine convition, and ſpiritually be- 
lieves in JesUs the friend of ſinners, his ſoul inſenſibly, 
as it were, feels his bzrden lighten'd, and the Glory of 
GOD breaking in upon him. “ The terror of ng 
| 85 85 FE. en! 
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CHRISTIANITVY DEFENDED. _ 7 
ſentence (ſays the Accountant ) he endeavour'd as much 
as lay in his power to repe/.” Had he been here- 
upon taught, that the ſentence paſs'd upon the Lord of 
Life was much more terrible—to have his hands and feet 
nailed to the accurſed tree----his head crown'd with thorns 
----his fide pierced with the cruel ſpear----his body all 
beſmear'd with blood--- his dying thirſt allay'd with gau/ 
and winegar ----and all this for Man! it might better 
have alleviated - the dreadful apprehenſion, than all the 
vain infuſions of Fortitude and manly Reaſon could have 
ſuggeſted. bt 


My lord, flatter not your/elf that any repentance can be 
apparent, but in a total refignation to the Spirit and Wl 
of Gop.---- Your crime of Rebellion is great, but your | 
Rebellion againſt the King of Kings is much greater, and - 
which needs the application of CurtsT's Blood to blot — 2 
it out. A man's being a rebel againſt his conſcience 
and unvaried principles, and in violation of his oath (to 
his king) ſolemnly and often repeated — his acting in di- 
rect repugnance to thoſe Revolution Principles which he 
had formerly profeſſed, &c. were certainly high aggra- 
vations of lord Kilmarnock's guilt, and ought to have 
{truck his mind with the deepeſt remorſe and horror— 7 
that ſo foul a crime could not be ſincerely repented of, 
without the deepeſt contrition and humiliation of foul.” — 
But let it be conſider'd, can a perſon in a natural ftate, and 
in the horrible guilt of Rebellion too, rationally affirm, 
That he can give himſelf this repentance, this deep contri- 
tion, this humiliation of ſoul, or work himſelf up to any 
pitch thereof? — Nay, but verily 1 zs the gift of Gov. Eph. ii. 8. 


3. As to the conſequences of the Rebellion, p. 7. my 
lord, they are happily ſtop'd, and you like to be made a k 
laring example of, for your ſhare in the conduct thereof. 
his 1s a matter that calls for no other attention here, 
than that the nation has felt part of God's diſpleaſure ; 
and will feel it yet more, in another light, if we do not N 
repent and believe the Goſpel. Luke xiu. 3. 


4. In p. 10. there is a pretty, moral, florid 1 rr 
0 | | 0 


CurisTIANITY DEFENDED, 


of lord Kilmarnect's laying the guilt of Rebellion to his 


&*& careleſs and diffelute life, and a good inducement for 
him to acknowledge therefrom, © the wiſdom of Provi- 
dence in ſo ſettling the train and order of things in this 
morel world, as that a life of /evity and extravagance 
naturally lead to other the moſt Fatal extremes. I would 
to Gop, all the Grztry and Commonalty of the land were 
thus to conſider. — But where is CuRISTH ? — Not yet to 

be found in the Account.. 


Bur moreover, my lord Kilmarnock is made here to 
ſay, „That it was a wiſe and righteous Providence 
he did not fall at the battle of Culloden, quite unrepent- 
ing, &c. — for that had the rebellion been ſucceſsful, 
he ſhould have gone on in his guilt, and have had 


many more Oppre//ions and Murders to account for before 


Pf. cxlv. . 


Heb. xix. 24. 
If. i. 18. 


Gov.” —— The one part of this ſection may be left un- 
diſcuſs'd, and ſubmitted to that Goo whoſe mercies are over 
all his Works. But the other part brings to my mind 
a ſolemn idea of the Ravage and Devaſtation productive 
of this Rebellion. It is conf#/5'd here, my lord, that 
Oppreſſion and Murder weRE practiſed in the ſcenes of 
pretenſion to redreſs an injur'd nation. And amidſt all 
my ideas of cruelty, the blowing up of the church of St. 
Ninians, riſes ſtrongeſt to my view, where (oh direful 
thought!) cruelty had its utmoſt extent; — innocency here 
ſuffer'd, and friends and enemies ſhar'd one lamentable 
fate ! But hey are gone, and lord Lowat left a re- 
maining Hectacle to men and angels, —— Happy is it for 
you, my lord, that you have a time left for recollection, 
to gather into your boſom, all the horrors of the paſt 


"ſcenes, and to cee in with the bleſſed Jesus, whoſe 


blood ſpeaketh better things than that of Abel; and whoſe 
car is ſo all- powerful and prevalent at the Throne of 

op, that tho" our fins were as ſcarlet, it is able to make 
them as white as N. - But miſtake me not, my lord, 


I would not here be thought to vindicate you in your 


PC. lvxxi. 


Rebellion. No; but as you have thus unhappily for- 
feitcd your life to your country, take care you do not 
forfeit your foul, by letting your Rebellion betray you into 
ſuch a hardreſs of heart, as to ftifie the conviction of con- 


Luke xv. 7, fcience, and make you believe, there needs no repentance. 


5. I find 


- 


CurrsTIANITY. DEPENDED. 


I find in the ſubſequent lines of the Account, that the 
mob, penitent did ance awfully mention the name of Chri/?, 
before the repetition of the words of his own prayer, 
« Father, if it be poſſible, let this cup paſs from ne 
nevertheleſs, not as 1 will, but as Thou wilt.” ——but 
« thought it a mixture of prefaneneſi with piety for ſuch a 
ſinner to make uſe of this expreſſion of hi bleed Saviour.” 
----My lord, I am glad to read this : And oh! that your 
heart were ready to condemn Yourſelf alſo, for your unwor- 
thineſs and treachery as well toward Gop as toward man. 


Oh! that you could but behold Him «<vho/e goings forth Mic. v. 2, 


hace been from of OLD, from EVERLASTING! Him who 


created all things BY Jesus Cnalsr ! --- who being Tus Eph. iii. g. 
EXPRESS Imace or TRE FATHER, aud Id THz Heb. i. 3. 
roRM of GOD, thought it no robbery to be EQUAL with Phil. ii. 6. 
GOD / --- who was cloathed with a weſture dipt in blood, Rev. xix. 13. 


and whoſe name is called Tug Word or Gop ---- in 


whom dwelleth the FULNEss of the GoDHEAD BopiLY ! Col. ii. g. 


and in whom are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and 


Knowledge; and to know whom is Life Eternal !---Oh! my John xvii. 3. 


lord, let me intreat you to caſt yourſelf upon Him ; for 
behold He ſatisfieth and filleth the hungry, diſtreſſed foul, 


yea, even thoſe who call upon his Name: Verily he avill 


deliver you out of darkneſs, and out of the ſhadow of death, Pſa. evii. 14, 


and break your bonds in ſunder.--- O that men would there- 
fore praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and declare the won- 
ders that he doth for the children of men |! The calm- 
neſs that would proceed from hence, cannot be compre- 
nded in the poor term of rational calmneſs, neither is 
this work:ng yourſelf up to a compleat temper of refignation ; 
nor can you ſo 6/indly believe the 4riani/m of this aſſer- 
tion, That “ from hence ALONE true comfort ſpringeth. 
My lord, true comfort proceeds only from true conviction 
of fan----repentance toward Gon, and Faith in (both as 
ta the Godxeap and Manhood, and the reconciliation 
of our ſouls unto Gop, through the meritorious death and 
fufferings of) our Loxpd Jesus CnRIST. This is the Rock 
the believing ſoul builds on while others peri/+ in the pur- 
ſuit of their own Yanity.—And truly, my lord, it is merely 
Vanity for the creature to preſume to give himſelf any one 
ef the Beatitudes of God --- becauſe, all aur ability com- 
* 5 eth 
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CurisTIANITY DEFENDED. 


eth from, and is ſpiritually wrought in us, by Him, who 
is the giver of every good and perfect gift, and who is 
Lord of All! 


6. My lord, This doctrine of working ourſelves up to 
a true temper of penitence and a more compleat reſignation, 
and aſſerting, That from this ALONE true comfort and 
rational calmneſs of mind ſpringeth, is ſuch a ſtrain of 
incongruous Divinity, that I beheve no true rationalift can 
ſenſibly abide by. For alas, can Reaſon itſelf conceive, 
there is any true Repentance or Comfort, but i and thro? 
the LoxD JEsus CyrisT? He muſt be a degree lower 
than an Arian that will aſſert this.— Again: Can a man 
«work himſelf into a true frame of repentance, or find ac- 
ceptance in Gop, by a true and lively Faith in Cuklisr (as 
co-equal and co-eternal with the FATHER) but through the 
influence of the SpIKIT of CHRIsT ? ---- Or, can a man 
be born again, i. e. renewed in the Spirit of Gop, but by 
the operation of the Powwer and Spirit of the Hol v 
GHosT ? — None but a rank Arian or Derift, dare ad- 
vance ſo flat a contradiction to the revealed Word of Gop. 
— He that denieth this, denieth both the Father and the 
Son — but whoſo denieth the Pewwer of the Son, denieth 
the Power of the Father ; and believeth not the record 


achich GoD gave of his SON. 


7. My lord, I am the more urgent on hi head, be- 


- Cauſe on this receiving of CHRIST in the mighty ruſhing 


wind, reſts the eternal dependance of the /a/vation of our 
fouls, Prize it therefore as the exceeding riches of Gop, 
the Pearl of great Price, the Hidden Manna, the White 


Stone, which no one knows ſave he that receiveth it. 


8. In p. 12. the Act. very judiciouſly adviſes his peni- 
tent to * a recollection of all his more private wices, and 
not to excuſe and paliate them, but repreſent them to his 
mind with all their aggravations, &c. and moreover, to 
alienate as much as poſſible the love and reliſb of his for- 
mer iniguities; alledging, that “ without This he could 
have nothing to recommend him to Gop's mercy, nor any 


awell-grounded hope of it“ == that he was to © get a ſtrong} 
; deteſta · 


CURISTIANITVY DEFENDED. 


deteftation and averſion to fin, and to reflect frequently on 
the malignity, deformity, and horror of it in zeſelf, as a 
ſtain to his reaſon, and the moſt ignomious depreſſion to 
his nature, &c.— that © in proportion to the evidence of 
his repentance, and to That alone, could he have any /e/id 
expectation or hope of a pardon, Sc. — Indeed, I am a 
little at a ſtand what to ſay to this florid, ſuperficial ſtrain 
of the eloquent Act. For 1. to me, it ſeems abſurd, to 
talk to a dying man, of alienating his love and reliſb of 
former impurities — and to aſſert 2. That * without This 
he could have nothing to recommend him to Gop's mercy,” 


and 3. For him to reflect frequently on the ma/ignity, 


deformity and horror of it in itſelf, as a fain to his rea/or ; 
and that in proportion to the evidence of his repentance, and 
to That alone, could he have any ſolid expectation of a 
pardon: — I fay, the firſt propoſition is not only ab/urd, 
but all the reſt is abſolutely ſhutting the glorious ſyſtem 
of the Goſpel out of the queſtion, ſubſtituting in its room 


the ignorance, vanity, and ſelf-ſufficiency of the Creature. 


On! my lord, I earneſtly inyite you to caſt your/e/F at 


the feet of CyrisT, as a loft, condemn'd ſinner, crying out Luke vii. 38 
in the very bitterneſs of ſoul, What all. I do to be ſav'd] Acts xvi. 30. 


I I 


To renounce yourſelf wholly as a wretch that deſerverh Matth. xxiii. 


the damnation of hell 
Him to God's favour, but the Wounds of the LoxD IESus 


 CHrisT—that the ain to YOUR reaſon, the depravity of 


YOUR nature, Concenter in your REBELLION AGAINST 
GOD, and that without the remiffion of fins EXE, by 
the Free Grace of Go, you do not expe to ſce God, but 
to your eternal condemnation — that the proportion of the 
evidence of voux repentance, is, GOD be merciful to me 
4 ſinner ! — and that moreover You have no proportion 
of Merit to plead from recollection, rational calmne/i, or 
the /ceing the malignity, deformity or horror of x ou Hu 
but what alſo is concenter'd in the merits, death and /f. 
{rings of the GoD-man CHRIST JEsUs.— And oh! my 

ord, that I could perſuade you to fretch forth your 
band after the Lord of life, and to lay hold of Tas Hope 
of your ſalvation. — Oh! cry unto the LORD, and who 
knows but the mighty ruſving of his Love may ſuddenly 
fatisfy your hungry, empty ſoul ! | | 
: D | 4 9 It 
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9. Ir is here to be obſerv'd, my lord, that convidtion 
of /in produces in the foul an utter horror of its foulneſs 
and malignity; and this is the firſt ſtep to CHRIST. None 
but Cur1sT!- None but CyxisT! will be the cry of a fin- 
cere and penitent ſoul. Working him/c/f up to a pitch 
of abhorrence of his ſins, is a modern direction, not /crip- 
tural, and conſequently not of GOD. I know of no 
other repentance, than in being grieved and humbled be- 

fore GOD on account of fr, which produces in us a 
juſt deteffation of our own Nature, and the ſeeing our- 
ſelves Jet, cond:mn'd, and for ever miſerable (both by 
original as well as actual ſin) without the application of 
the death of the Loxp's CHrIsT.—But I deny that any 
man can <vork in himſclf this Gift of GOD, All his Re- 
collection, Reaſon, and mandy Fortitude, are like the figure 
of an do] ſubſtituted in the room of the SI RKI of Chri/?. 
And this is the rock on which the <vi/e, the Scribe, the 
Phariſce, break in pieces, and all their moulten Images 
come tumbling down together, Set but up the Standard 
of Jesus Cur1sT, and preach forgiveneſs of /ins thro? his 
Blood, you aſtoniſh all the barditti of the awi/e, the pru- 
dent, and ſclf-righteous- A roaring is preſently heard as 
though you had riſen in Rebellion againſt the King. 
But nevertheleſs, Sir, in this ſame Jesus are ſummed u 

all the fins of the whele world; and whoſoever beliewet 

in Hin, hath ſuch a peace of GOD poſſeſſing his ſoul, as 
is the only ſure evidence and ſolen of the fincerity of his 


repentance tfwards GOD, and our Lord JESUS CurisT, 


and which pafjeth all Underſtanding, But indeed the na- 
tural man cannot conceive it, becauſe it is ſpiritually di- 
cerned. My lord, preſent ſuch a ſoul as this, purified 
(tho' but in the loweſt Senſe) by Faith in the Son of Gop, 
with halters, axes, racks, and all the dreadful aparatus of 
death, he /aniles at the glorious means prepar'd to drive 
His ful to the manſions of eternal bliſs ! — And oh ! my 
unfortunate lord, that I could perſuade You (even whiltt 
vou have opportunity) to lay held, to cloſe in with the 
Saviour of mankind, that you may have eternal life and 
chat too, you could, thro' the conviction of fin, (wrought 
in you by the Grace ef GOD) ſee the deprawity of your 
Nature by the nature of Sin — abſtaining from all de- 

. 3 : 6 Pen 
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nce of working yourſelf into frames of repentance, 
or relying on any thing BUT the meritorious death and 
ſuſferings of the Lorp Jesvs CurisT, 


Turs brings me, my lord, to a conciſe explication 
of this point, and which demands your moſt ſerious At- 
tention. It is a ſcriptural maxim, and conſequently the 
mind of the HoLy Duo, that repentance and humility 
are always to be the jaſt Preparative and Temper of the 
Soul, before it receives Faith, For a man muſt firſt be 
humbled, condemn'd in his own ſoul, betore he can re- 
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ceive any real and /iving Faith in the Srixir of Chrif. Gal. ii. 20, 


Inaſmuch as this Gift of GOD cauſes us to have a lowly 
ſenſe of our wnworthineſs, diſcovers in us the finfulney/s, 


_ . nakedneſs, and miſery of human nature, and is the orna- 


mental Grace of a Chriſtian, And this Condemnation, 
this Spiritual Senſation of our deformity to the original 
of Man, cannot be wrought in us by any other Power 
than that of che Spirit of GOD. — Fairtn, my lord, is 
the Life of the ſoul ; and if you find this -y/ery, this 
evidence of things unſeen, being and abiding in you, you 
cannot but be fatisfied, that there is a Certainty, from a 
divine conſciouſneſs, that Gon's Spirit beareth witneſs with 
your Spirit that you are a Child of GOD, 


My lord Xi/marnock's acknowledging his Guilt and 
Shame in the late unnatural Rebellion, Sc. without all 
doubt, ought publickly to have been declared. Bur 
what 7 fix upon is, The laying /o much Streſs on This, 
and leaving the Wound of his Rebellious Soul againſt 
Gop and his CurisrT in a manner untouch'd, unprob'd ; 
For if the Senſe of Rebellion againſt GOD be not the 
pbjeet or cauſe of Repentance, the confefling ones crime 
of rebellion againſt the Xing with ones dying breath, is 
merely ſuperficial, and a plain indication, the. wound was 
never ſearch'd to the bottom, howoever the ſoul might 
Rand in the merciful Eye of Gop. 


Mx lord, let me intreat your lordſhip to conſider well, 
That when a man is given of GOD to ſee himſelf in the 
feul, polluted tate of fin, he becomes reitleſs and uneaſy; 
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his ſoul is like the troubled ſea, and unable to abide its own 
torment : he abhors himſelf as in duft and aſbes, and looks 
upon himſelf as miſerable and poor and blind and naked. 
As conwictions increaſe, the mind becomes more and more 
uneaſy, and ever reſtleſs (if we do not „ie thoſe convidt- 
ions) till Ixs us the Mediator of the New Covenant, ſpeaks 
Peace unto the Soul --- till it be formed in CuRIS T- till it 
receive that bleſſing from on high, * Son, be of good cheer, 


thy Sins ARE forgiven thee go in peace, thy Faith naTH 


made thte WHOLE.” - My lord, the renewed ſoul of 
man is of ſuch a noble and vaſt extent, as to comprehend 
(in a great meaſure). the length and breadth and depth and 
heighth of everlaſting Love---and this Love is 1N the Sox. 
And He may as well ceaſe to be, as to with-hold his 
Lowe from any who ſeek, cry, and ſearch after Him. 
This is truly conſonant with Gop's giving his SON to 
death, that al TyHrRoucn Him might have life: that is, 


all who belicve (feelingly believe) that Jesus 7s THE 


CHRIST, Txt SON or GOD, co-equal and co-eternal 
with the FArhER, VERY GOD or very GOD, Tre 
Saviour of the World — whom GOD hath ſent ferth to be 
a Profitiation through Faith in his Blood, to declare his 
Righteouſneſs for the Remiſſion of Sins that are paſt, thro" 
the forbeerance of G OD. This, my lord, is Go/pel, 
and as far from 4riani/m as Heaven is from he//,---More- 
over, He that belicueth on the SON of GOD hath the 
Witneſs in himſelf: He that believeth not GOD, hath 
made Him a liar, becauſe he belieweth not the Record (and 
conſequently not that the Father and Son are co-equal and 
co- eternal) that GOD gave of his SON; — and this is 


the Record that GOD hath given us eternal life ; and this 


Life is in the SO N.— He that hath the SON hath Life ; 
and he that hath not the SON of GOD hath not Life. — 
My lord, theſe Poſtulata's are ſufficient ALoN E to over- 
throw all Arianiſm. And it is plain from the general 
iflue, That it is not the preſcription of a ſovereign ro- 
medy that cures the diſeaſe, but the applying it: that as 
Gop gave his Sox to die, to atone for the fins of the 
Whole world, He conſequently would have 4/ to be ſav- 
ed: nay, He willeth it: He defires it; and having pro- 
vided this ne for our acceptance in Him, has alſo pro- 


vided 
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vided the Gift of Faith, as the conſequent Effect of our 
feconciliation in the death f Cur1sT; which * * Rom. v. 10. 


Once lied to the foul,” ted, mali ant ſoul, c 3 7 
7; and renders it ecepable in the fight of Gn. 


My lord, all that Gop requires. of us, is, to recrive 
be SON into our Hearts by Faith; hawing them ſprinkled 
from an evil conſcience, and our Bodies waſhed wwith pure 2 
Mater. Vea, we are called to be an habitation of GOD Eph. ii. 2: 
through the Spirit ; to be Saints here, an partakers,cf the Col. 3: £3 * 
inheritance of the Saints in light : for by Faith aue reccive, | 
not the ſpirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of God: 
and in this is concenter'd the Sum of all the Promiſes, 
even eternal life, and joy and peace forevermore ! — But 5 
he that receiveth not the S ON, the Wrath of GOD aid. John iii. 36. 
eth on him, BECAUSE he receiveth him not. 3 


How miſerably off, then, are thoſe men, who dare 
dliſallow the co-equality and ca- eternity of the ever bleſſed 
"TzixiTY ? Is it not written, I and y Father are o? John x, 30. 
and that zone come amo the Father, but thro" the SON? John xiv. 6. 
Indeed, here ſtands the Myſtery, incomprehenſible without 
the Seir1T of CHRIST : In this divine coalition, viz. the x 
Uxirx or Tat Gopueap, conſiſts chat Spirit e Truth, 1 John v. 7. 
proceeding from the FA TER, the Sox, and the Hoy © 
Guos r: and theſe Three are ONE : altho' the Father is 
Go, the Sen is Gop, and the Holy Ghoſt.is Gov: and 
yet theſe are not Three Gons, but ONE Gop. This, 
my ied, a _ ene apy without 77 — 
merely upon the principles or i ance of a Creed, but 
as the Truths of the eternal D GoD.— Oh! _ 
that the Wind-would blow from the Four Corners of Hea- Ezek. XXXVii. 
ven on the. 1— 's dry. bexes, that they might Ive / 9 | 
That the Power of the FaTutk, Son and SrirrT, would 
divide the Marrow and Joints of thoſe wha.dare preſume 
to. teach men the way of Salvation ot f Cuz1sT,. and 
Faith in his Gopntard L —— What a poignant Repartee 
muſt it occaſion. from an _Htheift. or .Deift, to hear of. a 
| on MWh calls himſelf a Miniſter of the Goſpel, teach- 
ga condemn'd ꝓerſon the auay to Heaven without mak- 
ung CuatsT- the. Door of 3 Indeed, one 
8 | may 
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| Matt. xvi. 16. 
| 


| 2 Cor. v. 20. 


John i. 26. 


PI. ii. 12. 


Mar. i. 15. 
| 


believe the Great Truths of Gop's Being, without, 1 and 


under the Banner of the Cro/5 of the LoxD Jesus CnRISTH, 


has been before o 
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may find, now and then, the Name of Gov (occaſionally) 
edg'd in through the courſe of the Account, and the prin- 
cipal matter to conſiſt chizffy of bringing the unfortunate 
Earl to a juſt ſenſe of his rebe//ion againſt his King, but 
palliating over the Sentences of Gop denounced againſt 
Unbelievers in JEsus CHRIST: Happy is it for you, 
my lord, if you chooſe a better Paſtor, Let all his Rhe- 
torick and flow of (unmeaning ) language paſs your eye; 
and be | you entreated to be reconciled unto Gop, through 
the SON; and this thro' the Principles of the Glad Tyd- 
ings of Salvation publiſh'd by the Heralds of Heaven, 


in whom whofocver believeth ſhall never die. 


10. Tn: Principle of Repentance, my lord, cannot, (as 
blerved) be ſeated in the creature, but 
received as the Gift GOD. He calleth. upon men every 
ewhere to repent and believe the Goſpel. ON! then, my 
lord, Go kiſs the SON; get an intereſt in his Blood, and 
reſt not, night nor day, wreſtling with him in Prayer, 
that you may be enabled to nie when the hour of death 
cometh, and be filled with all the Fruition of Peace. 


11. Ws come now, my lord, to the more ſolemn part 
of the Account, wiz, the time of the decollation. 


I rFinD by what the Accountant ſets forth, that lord 
Kilmarnock declared, * he firmly believed in the great 
Truths of Gop's Being and Providence, and a future flate 
of Rewards and Puniſhments for Vertue and Vice; and 
that he never had been involved in the faſbionable Scep- 
ti/ms of the Times, with reſpe& to CHriſtianity.“ — But 
1. Would the A—tart venture to affirm, that a man can 


my Father are ONE? — and that mankind had been all 
eternally miſerable, had it not been for the ſpilling of the 
Blood of the Gop-Man CHRIS JEsus ? 2. Rewards 
and Puniſhments for Vertue and Vice] and not for Unbe- 
licf in the living Power and Spirit of the Son of Gop ? 
— What matters it whether a man fall into the b/ind - 
Sceptiſm of a „ baſe, degenerate age, or no, if the Re» 

Ss | ligion 
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ligion of Jzsvs Cur1sT is not made the ultimate End of 


all his Faith and Actions? —— This, my lord, is a great 


_ deluſion of the Devil; which keeps men ſhut up in Unbe- 
lie doing deſpite. to the Spirit of Grace. Eye: have they Heb. x. 29. 
and ſee not, they have ears and hear not, neither will they Ezek. xii. 2. 
underſtand that CurisT is All in All. the great Shepherd 1 Pet. ii. 25. 


and Biſhop of our Souls, and God over all, bleſſed forever- 
more! ——— Yet, if men can but fix themſelves upon the 


| fawourite ſyſtem of Merality, they think they are ſafe. 


But if they would argue as men of genuine reaſon and 
underſtanding, they muſt with half an eye perceive, that 


„ all Works done before Fair; have in them the nature 


&« of fin, and cannot be perform'd with acceptance to- 
wards Gov, till by Grace the grand motive of pleaſing 
God is ſpiritually planted in the ſoul. , 1 


12. I xow paſs, my lord, unto that part of the Ac- 
count, wherein lord Kilmarnock is repreſented to appear 


di ſident of the Sincerity of his repentance. He was here 
taught, (contrary to the doctrine of our LoxD IESuUs 
. CyarsT) that “ if he aimed at Certainty in this 

point, he might unneceſſarily perplex and diſtreſs his 
-, mind—for ſuch a Certainty (of Sincerety in his Repentance ) 
Was not attainable by perſons in Y condition.“ 


And 
that, * upon making an enquiry into his State and Con- 
dition, he ſhould find he had more ground to hope that 


his repentance was fincere, than he had to fear it was in- 
fincere, the conſequence would be, that he muft, upon 


the whole, have more reaſon to hope than Har. [Here's 
ſtrong, manly, rational Religion!] And this, ſays the 
Act--t, in my opinion, was the higheſt pitch to which 1 


could attempt to raiſe him,” —— It is well, my lord, the 
. Goſpel of Cyr15sT is not hid from us, as from the ignorant 
Papiſis; that by this Standard we have liberty to meaſure 
hinge, whether they be of God, or no. ” 

here be aſk'd, upon what Authority could this holy pene- 
tent (as he is elſewhere called by the Act.) be excluded 
the ¶urance of the Sincerity of his Repentance ? Had 
he been a Member of the excellent Cuuken of ENGLAND, 


d it might 


and piouſly adhered to the Purity of her primitive doct- 
rine, he might have found, this poſitive Aſſeveration, 


Belicve 


„ 
* 


Heb. ix. 14. 
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Acts xvi. 31. Believe in the Lonb Jevvs Carr and hen alt be 


* 


_ Heb. xi. 1. 


76. 27. 


John v. 25. 
Matth. ix. 2. 


Heb. vi. 5. 
1 Pet. 11, 3. 


Acts xvii. 28. 
whereby he feels the love 
Is it not the ?men/arable Idea which the ſoul has of 
'Gop - the great Expanſe of the Divinity of Cunis r: 
Does it not preſent unto us a daxling view of the ap- 
proachable, emblagon d Throne of "Go, ' adorn'd with the 


Rom, v. 5. 


ſaved. And verily, my lord, none who aſk the Bien 


upon the evangelical ſyſtem, are or can he excluded the 
| Atceptance of Gop ſince by FA1TH' wwe obtain the Pro- 
" miſes, (whith are Na and Amen in CartsT JxsVs) as 
Hirt of eternal life. — Bat, my lord, what is Faith? 
I mean, that Principle for” which the Saints ſo carmefpiy 
_ contend, and which is the grand Proſpedive of all Religion! 
Is it not, (as defin'd by a preſent Au Oracle of the 


Church of England, and ſtrictly agreeable to the doctrine 


of the Goſpel) the demonſtrative evidence” of thing. 
' unſeen, the ſupernatural evidence of things Id vIStBLE, 


not perceivable by the eyes of fleſh, or by any of our 
natural fenfes or faculties ? Is it not that dimime ew- 


dence, whereby the ſpiritual man d/cernceh God, and the 


things of Gov? — Is it not the ſpiritual ſenſation of every 


ſqul that is born of God? —the Eye of the new-born ſoul, 
whereby a true believer in Gov /eeth Him who ir inwifible ? 
Ils it not the Ear of the ſoul, whereby a Sinner hears 
the Voice of the SON of GOD and lives —even that Voice 
which alone wakes the Dead, Son, 5 Sins are forgiven. 
thee? Is it not the Palate of the ſoul, whereby à be- 
liever taftes the goed Word and Powers of the world to come: 
and alſo taſtes and ſees that Gop ts gracious and merciful 
to him a Sinner? — Is it nat the Feeling of the foul, 

whereby a believer perceives, thro" the Power of the Moſt 


High over/hadewoing him, both the exiftence and the preſence 
of Him, in «hom he lives, moves, and has his being, and 
2 Gop /hed abroad in his heart? 


Preſence of the Lorw 'Jtsvs, ſurrounded with Angels 


and Arch- Angels, and all che Company of Heaven! 


To ſum up all, my lord, Does it not bring into the ſoul 


a divine cimmmniom with the Bleſſed Spirit, transforming 


the ſoul from dead works to ſerve the Living Gop! Yea, 


is not this Faith, * à ſure Truſt'and Confidence in-Gop, 
that through the Merits of ChRIsT our'fins azz forgiven, 


and we reconciled unto the Fav6ur and Dove'of'Gob ?*! 
| 2 Oh! 
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0h then, my lord, be net faithle/s, (fince you now 
are call'd to. the divine Participation] but believirg, which 
will ſettle in your ſoul a frm Aſſurance of the Sincerity of 
our Repentance, and raiſe you beyond the Fear of Death, 
| But, my lord, upon a rational hypotheſis, if a man 


has Confidence towards Gop, can he fail of being happy 1 John iti. 23 


in his Love? of rgoicing with Foy unſpeakable ? 

he not herein poſſeis the invaluable Treaſures of Peace, 
metaphorically deſcrib'd in Holy Writ, under the Figure 
of the hidden Manna, c.? Why, my lord, if Afur- 
ance of Salvation is to be attained here (and that it is all 
the Scriptures of Gop bear record) if Gop has witneſſed 


to the ſoul, Thine Iniquity is taken away, thy Sin is purged, I. vi. 7, 
and the Peace of Gov by Faith dwells in the Temple con- Mat. ix, 2. 


form'd angw to his own Image, what Fear can overthrow- 
ſo divine a Principle, which (when exerciſed upon its 
proper Object) openeth and ſhutteth Heaven, and gains 
admittance to the Throne and Majeſty of GOD — Verlly, 


my lord, in ful] ane of Hope do all who believe n Heb. vi. 11. 


the Loxb Jzsvs CuRisT, as co-eqral and co-eternal with 


the FATHER, and none elſe, pe the Promiſes of Gov; 


and Our Faith is accounted to us for Rightecuſncſ in the Rom. iv. 


point of Salvation as was that of Abraham's. 


Auas, my lord, I am aſtoniſh'd at the „, half- 
flarv'd, moral Religion, that is ſo commonly and unhap- 
pily taught, independent of the Spixir of CHRIST? —— 

pray God to teach you a more excellent way, wiz. This 
FaiTH i our Lord JEsUs CHRIST; which will produce 
in you (as before hinted) a divine Aſſurance of everlaſting 
Life, without wawering, Difidence or Fear. But be- 
lieveſt Thou, the Gov of Glory is able to-do this, wiz. 
to take away all your Unbrlief, and ſubſtitute in its room, 
the Knowledge of his SON, redeeming you from the gui/t 
of iin (tho* never ſo foul) and from the Fear and Sting of 
Death, and all its terrible, affrighting conſequences? I 
dare pronounce then, you will not concern yourſelf about 
the Aparatus and the Formalitics of your Exccution, but 
lay your life down Je a Lamb, as a juft forfeiture for 
Your Rebellion againſt the beſt of Kings, and in ſure and 
certain hope of life everlaſting ! 

F Wirt, 
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WiLFul, premeditated Rebellion, is a crime, my lord, 
that will bear no proportion of puniſhment ju//y adequate 
to its guilt, but d-arh. But then, let it be conſider'd, 
that a man barely confeſſing hie, without having a d 
convittion in his ſel of his Unbelie, and all the other 
errors and ſtains thereof, gives one but little encourage- 
ment to think the wwourd was ever preb'd to the BOTTOM. 
Indeed there ſeems to be more labour ſpent ih making 
the unfortunate Earl acknoxuledge his Rebellion againſt his 
Conſcience, than in informing him, (as was the bur of 
one entruſted with the Counſel of Gop) That if he died 
without a Heling ſenſe of God's Lowe to his ſoul in Chriſt, 
(which I truſt in Gop he happily expcricnced) and knew 
that it and a// his other Sins were forgiven him Here, he 
would greatly endanger his Soul. — And here, my lord, 
I would alſo beg leave to aſk, How can a man preſume 
to offer the E/.ments uſed in the LorÞy's Supper upon the 
Principles of Aria niſin? For if CurIsT was but a mcre 
Creature, (as the Arians affirm) he cannot yet be aſcended 
above PARADISE; and conſequently his SyirIT cannot 
be preſent in the Holy Euchariſt, as deſcending from the 
divine Coalition of FaTHER, Son and Holy GHosT. — 
But Charity forbids me ſaying more on this Point, leſt by 
its enumeration the Reader ſhould be poſſeſs'd of too 
ſtrong a prejudice againſt his fe//ow-creature, who has al- 
ready ſo far incurr'd the Cenſure of all true believers in 
the Divinity of CHRIST, as to demand their Prayers 
and Interceſſion with Gop in his behalf. And as for 
the Prayer recited in p. 34. it would have ſounded better 
to the chriſtian Ear, had it been couch'd in the Name and 
through the Merits of the Lord JESUS CHRIST. — But 
in this caſe, my lord, to call it Prayer, (I fear) is down- 
right /atyriſing the glorious Appellation, inaſmuch as it can- 
not properly be fo call'd, without the Infucnce of the holy 
and CL ed Trinity accompanying it. : 


14. Ix viewing what follows, my lord, p. 35. we may 
eaſily perceive, how low Human Fortitude is to divine.— 
I have before hinted, my lord, how a ſoul that has re- 
ceived the Aton ment would truimph at the inſtruments 
cath, and count it all joy he was going to be Po 
Be- 
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Becauſe, my lord, a Soul happy in God gathers into his 
boſom the Boldneſs of hope of ſoon entring into the Holy of Exod. xxviil. 
Holies; and that tho' his fins were of the moſt crimſo® 39. 
aye, like that of Murder, Rebellion againſt Gov, his King 
and Country, yet the Blood of JEsUs was able to make them Iſ. i. 18. 
as white as wool. — Unmanly Fear, my lord; is diflipated 
by the Lowe of Gop in Cuxisr Jesvs.—The feady Coun- 
tenance and Firmneſs of Voice (as mention'd by the Act.) 
are more properly the Indications of divine Fortitude, 
not human.—Humility and Reſignation, my lord, are alſo 
divine Indications of the Sincerity of the Soul: But can a 
man be truely humble by perſuafion? Can he be g 
of his own will or ability? Experience tells me, that 
verily, verily, it is the Gift of Gop. — Pufilanimity, my 
lord, in a noble Penitent would certainly favour of unmanly 
Fear, was not the Spirit of Gop to be conſider'd in his 
_ glorious and proper Attitude, of ſupporting the ſoul ander 
its afflilions. It's true, we cannot from the mere 
boldneſs and intripidity of the ſufferer, infer the goodneſs of 
is principles.” Nature may aſſume a high degree in this 
matter, but GxAck ſhews herfelf forth with more irra- 
'diency—it over-ſhadows its e/der-brother with its wings 
it carries the Soul quite above natural Fear, and fills it 2 
with all the Beatitudes of Peace and Foy and Love in the 2 Cor. xt. 11 
Gop and Father of our Logv Jesus CuRIsT. Now, Eph. i. 17 
ſuch a divine Fortitude as this, I would to Gop all men 
were poſleſs'd of, but eſpecially thoſe, who &now nearly 
the time of their death, and are ſure they all fall by 
the Hand of Juſtice. 
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Mx lord, I here lament the dying of moſt of the un- 
happy Rebels, as well at Kennington-Common as at other 
places. Braving death, my lord, whilſt the Git of Sin 
remains upon the ſoul, may rather require the Name of 
foel-hardineſs than chriſtian bravery. A due preparation 
for death does not conſiſt in being Proof againſt the 
ſhocking Aparatus of the Scaffold or Gallows, nor in 
perſiſting and dying in rebellious Principles. A true Peni- 
"tent is he, who condemneth and abhorreth himſelf before 
| Gop —one who has caſt himſelf into Gop's Fudgments, 
and ſeeth that by his Rebellion againſt Gor he deſerweth 
| the 


CunisTIANITY DEFENDED, 


the damnation of bell ho is ever reſtleſs and uneaſy un» 
der the bitter agonies of /e/f-condemmnation, and who can · 
not live (as hath been before obſerved) till Jzszus . 
Mediator of the New Covenant hath ſpoken Peace unto, his 
ſoul. Then, and not till then, will he be enabled en: 
ultingly to breathe forth, O Death, where is thy Sting ! 
O Grave, where is thy Viftory | — and being paſſed thro! 


the /hadow f death, he 1 ariſe and ſhine in h hing- 
dom of Gab's dear Sax ! 


13. Our Act. now, my lord, tells us, p, 38. after an 
odd allufion of the manner of the death of one of the un- 
fortunate lords to the © boldneſs of an expiring inquifitian 
tyrant,” That the Preſumptions of Enthu/iaſm are always 
more forward and aſſuming than the Confidence inſpired 
by Rational Religion — But wiſely carries the ſyſtem into 
the Empire of Grecce.——As to this ſtroke of Enthiſiaſim, 
and pretending to fix it upon the followers of Mahomed, 
who would not be ſuſpicious that the thing was levell'd 
at the fo/lowers of the b/rfſed Jeſus, as Gon, co-egual and 
co-eternal with the Father which in the eyes of an 
Arian is rank Enthuſiaſm. — But by the By, methinks the 
Act. laſhes himſelf in this ſection, (if he intended any 
thing / becauſe a Preacher of Righteouſneſs muſt be a mi- 
ſerable Entbuſiaſt (according to the deluſive acceptation 
of the word) if he does no more than a Mahomedan ac · 
knowledge the Lorp JEsus CyrisT. And I may ven- 
ture to ſay, That in this caſe the Poſtulatum of ſuppoſed 
heroiſm may be as juſtly fixed upon an Arian 22 in- 
aſmuch as HE crucifies the Lord of Life afreſh, by render- 
ing Him upon the level of a Creature, tho' He is Gon 

over all, bleſſed forevermore ! — Now then, what differ- 
ence is there between an exthufiaftick Mahomedan and an 
enthuſiaftick Arian ? verily, not a jot, Of the two, the 
Mahomedan has the Preference, becauſe he acts upon his 
own innate principles of Infidelity but the other fins ar 
gainſt Light and Knowledge. Fas 

BuT my lord, true Religion, and the ſearching after 
Rightcouſneſs, now a- days bear the inviduous Appellation: 


of Enthufiaſm and Delufion. But nevertheleſs, I never 
yet could find among 


e wiſe and prudent, any one ip 
Judi. 
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judicious as to give the m etymology of the word Enthu- 
fiaſm: And here I would beg the favour to be ſatisfied, 
why e O ſhould be render'd Enthufia/my whereas its 
true meaning is, in God. Now, for an. Arian to 
for the one, is no wonder, becauſe it confounds his Un- 
derſtanding of the Gcdbead: of Chrift—but for thoſe who 
profeſs the Life and Principles of true 1 and C 
unto Gop to have the Thoughts of their Hearts cleanſed 
the Inſpiration of his Holy Spirit: I ſay, for ſuch Pro- 
+/ors to join in the delufrve acceptation of the au, is ſo 
abſurd and ridiculous, as to afford room to call in que- 
ſtion their Underſtanding as Men, and the Veracity of 
their Profeſſion as Chriſtians. — Txurn, my lord, is the. 
Herald of Wiſdom, winging its way thro' all the regions 
of the world. Txvru iſſues from the Throne of Gor, and 
| bears forth the triumphant Banner of Gop's Ace and 
Love: Tt enables the foul exultingly to burſt forth, with 
exceeding Confidence and Joy, I inow that my Redecmer 
liveth! My Beloved is mine, and i am his! Whem have 
. d in Heaven bug T hee, Thou bleſſed Redeemer of finful man! 
—— Verily, my lord, this is Enthufiaſm, according to 
Arianiſm—But according to the Gofpe/ of Jesus CurisT, 
it is to be e O, happy in Gov, thro' the Eternal Pur- 
pafe of his Sox, and the cwrrlaſting and glorious Covenant 
Grace. And I pray God, that you, and all who % 
Salvation through the Power and Mediation of the SON, 
may never reſt till you are filled with all the Plenitude of 
Gop! — Moreover, in this ſtate, my lord, you will find, 
that Vertue, without the preceding Grace of Gov, is not 
the higheft Dignity and chief Security againſt the Stain of 
Hoencur. It is an Arian Hypotheſis, For whoſcever 15 | 
BORN or God is poſleſs'd of the highe/t Dignity, and chic G 
Security (even againſt all the efforts of Hell) and none-elſe. 
Becauſe, when a ſoul is bora again, born from on high, John iii. 9, 
and is freed from the guilt of fin, he is made proportion- Ec. | 
ably holy, oertuous, juft and good. We then /ce Gop (by Mat, v. 8. 
Faith) in the Face of JssUs CarisT : But Gop out of 
CHRIST 7s a conſuming Fife. — So that if a ſoul is to be 
brought to believe Certainty (with reſpect to his repentance, 
d in P. 30.) is not attainable, and this Uncertainty (or, to 
| give 


22 
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the damnation of hell—who is ever reſtleſs and uneaſy un- 
der the bitter agonies of /e/f-condemnation, and who can- 
not live (as hath been before obſerved) till Jezus te 
Mediator of the New Covenant hath ſpoken Peace unto his 
ſoul. Then, and not till then, will he be enabled ex- 
ultingly to breathe forth, O Death, where is thy Sting ! 
O Grave, where is thy Victory! — and being paſled thrg' 


the /adow of death, he ſhall arife and ſhine in the king- 
dom of Grab's dear Sax! ; 


13. Our Act. now, my lord, tells us, p, 38. after an 
odd alluſion of the manner of the death of one of the un- 
fortunate lords to the © boldneſs of an expiring inquiſition 
tyrant,” That the Preſumptions of Euthiſiaſm are always 
more forward and aſſuming than the Confidence inſpired 
by Rational Religion — But wiſely carries the ſyſtem into 
the Empire of Grecce.——As to this ſtroke of Enthuſiaſm, 
and pretending to fix it upon the followers of Mahomed, 
who would not be /u/pic:ous that the thing was levell'd 
at the fo/lowwrrs of the Cle Jeſus, as Gon, co-egual and 
co-eternal with the Father which in the eyes of an 
Arian is rank Enthuſiaſm. — But by the By, methinks the 
Act. laſhes himſelf in this ſection, (if he intended any 
thing ) becauſe a Preacher of Righteouſneſs muſt be a mi- 
ſerable Enthuſiaſt (according to the deluſive acceptation 
of the word) if he does no more than a Mahomedan ac- 
knowledge the LoxD JESsus CuRIsT. And I may ven- 
ture to ſay, That in this caſe the Poſtulatum of ſuppoſed 
heroiſm may be as juſtly fixed upon an Arian 22 in- 
aſmuch as HE crucifies the Lord of Life afreſh, by render- 
ing Him upon the /-wvc/ of a Creature, tho' He is Gon 
over all, bleſſed forevermore! — Now then, what differ- 
ence is there between an enthufiaftick Mahomedan and an 
enthuſiaftick Arian ? verily, not a jot, Of the two, the 
Mahomedan has the Preference, becauſe he acts upon his 
own innate principles of Infidelity ---- but the other fins Ar 
gainſt Light and Knowledge. | i 

Bur my lord, true Religion, and the ſearching after 
Rightcouſneſs, now a- days bear the inviduous Appellatiqns 
of Enthufiaſm and Deluſion. But nevertheleſs, I never 
yet could find among the awi/e and prudent, any one 2 
| Judi 


— 


CuxtsrfAN TY DxrEN DCD. 23 


Judicious as to give the true etymology of the word Enthu- 
fiaſm: And here I would beg the favour to be ſatisfied, 


why e O ſhould be render'd Enthufraſm, whereas its 
true meaning is, in God. Now, for an Arian to argue 
for the oe, is no wonder, becauſe it confounds his Un- 
derſtanding of the Gedhead of Chriſt but for thoſe who 
profeſs the Life and Principles of true Religion, and pray 
unto God to have the Thoughts of their Hearts cleanſed by 
the Inſpiration of his Holy Spirit: 1 ſay, for ſuch Pro- 
feſßors to join in the delufrve acceptation of the auerd, is ſo 0 
abſurd and ridiculous, as to afford room to call in que- | 
ſtion their Underſtanding as Men, and the Veracity of 
their Profeſſion as Chriſtians. — RU rn, my lord, is the 
Herald of Wiſdom, winging its way thro” all the regions 
of the world. Tur u iſſues from the Throne of Gon, and 
bears forth the triumphant Banner of Gop's Ae and 
Lowe : Tt enables the foul exultingly to burſt forth, with 
exceeding Confidence and Joy, I know that ny Redecmcr 
liveth! My Beloved is mine, and I am his! Whom have 
. d in Heaven but Thee, Thou bleſſed Redeemer of finful man ! 
——— Verily, my lord, this is Enthufraſm, according to 
Arianiſm—But according to the Gepe of Jesus CurisT, 
it is to be ty OO, happy in Gov, thro the Eternal Pur- 
pofe of his Son, and the cwerlaſting and glorious Covenant 
& Grace. And I pray Gov, that you, and all who e 
Salvation through the Power and Mediation of the SON, 
may never reſt till you are filled with all the Plenitude of 
Gop ! — Moreover, in this ſtate, my lord, you will find, 
that Vertue, without the preceding Grace of Gov, is not 
the hig Dignity and chief Security againſt the Stain of 
Honour. It is an Arian Hypotheſis, For whoſeever 15 
BORN or GoD is poſleſs'd of the highe/t Dignity, and chirF X 
Security (even againſt all the efforts of Hell) and none elſe. 
Becauſe, when a ſoul is Bern again, born from on high, John iii. g, 
and is freed from the guilt of fin, he is made proportion- . 
ably holy, vertuour, jujft and good. We then ee Gop (by Mat, v. 8. 
Faith) in the Face of JESUS CurisT : But Gop out of 
CHRIST 7s a conſuming Fire. — So that if a ſoul is to be 
brought to believe Certainty (with reſpect to his repertance, 
a5 in p. 3O.) is not attainable, and this Uncertainty (or, to 
give 
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give it its right Name, this CUnbelicf the higheſt pitch to 


which a ſoul can be raiſed, or that Yertue (antecedent to 
the Grace of Gop) is the highe/t Dignity or chief Secu- 
rity of the Soul-— what will become of thoſe who make 


Paſti met, Balls, Plays, Danrings, Maſquerades, &c. &c. 
à Part of their YVertue ? — and /ive and die without the 


inward Knowledge of Gop: or his CHRIST? —— No man 
is truly honourable, beneficent, or kind, from any xatu- 
ral principle, but what proceeds from the Grace of Gop. 


A man may plead to be a vertuous, upright, good-natur'd - 


perſon, and a lover of his Neighbour as he pretends to 
love Gob — but if he offers to ground his frcerity upon 
any other Principle than what cometh of Gor, HE it is 
that is properly an Enthufiaſft (i. e. a deluded Profeſſor of 
My lord, Vertu, and wertuous Principles, 
proceed only from the Lowe of CHRIST implanted in the 
Soul by his Holy Spirit. It is rh Light theit Hineth into 


the dark corners of the ſcul, and reveals itſelf to the fallen, 


dard, but intelligent Being, Max! — It is He that gives 
us to ſee by Faith what is naturally inviſihle — to tajte f 
the Pexvers of the World to come — to drink deep into the 
Cup of his Sufferings — to take up our Croſs, and ſuffer his 


Will in <vuhat/oever fpleaſeth Him. In this ave all be 


mode more than Conquerors thro” Him that bath loved us, 
und gien himſelf for us, that he might redeem unto himſelf 
« prculicy Peogle—who believe He ts the Son of Gop (co- 
equcl and co-eternal with the Father) and by whoſe death 
and interceſſion alone we may expect to receive the great 
Inauguration of — Come ye bleſſed of my Father, receive ye 


"the Kingdim prepur'd for you from the Beginning of the 
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Which is the hearty Prayer of _ 
| Tour Lordſbit's ſincere Friend, 


+ PHILALETHES, 


